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Letter from Dennis Mathew
Our teachers and school administrators kept in
close contact with all of our students' families,
especially as students and parents fell ill with the
virus. Our team organized another large food
distribution to the struggling community. And,
the doctors and medical professionals at our
partner hospital worked tirelessly to build 2 new
ICU units and expanded to provide 1,000 beds
for COVID-19 patients.

Dear Friends,
In January 2021, we thought the worst of
the COVID-19 pandemic was behind us.
We were making plans to bring children
back into our schools and go “Beyond the
Books” with a school lunch program, new
uniforms, renovated facilities, and even a
new cricket pitch.
One full year later, we are still battling the deadly
effects of COVID-19, and each new wave continues
to hit India terribly hard. What you see in the news
and hear from loved ones regarding the impact of
each new variant is accurate. Imagine what it has
been like for our school families who survive from
daily wages alone. More lockdowns, more lost
income, more panic. It has been a scary time.
Through it all, our team in India persevered. Instead
of closing up shop and bunkering down, they have
and continue to reach out to meet the needs of the
community, greatly expanding Bloom India’s impact.
I’ll never forget the day in April when Tom Varghese
called me and simply said, “We have to do
something.”
That “something” became half a million dollars,
raised in 3 weeks! I don’t know if you believe in
miracles, but I sure do. Here’s what it looked like:

In the midst of it all, the learning never stopped.
100% of our graduates passed their rigorous
state board exams and have Bloom India
scholarships for higher education. This health
crisis is creating an education crisis in India. So,
we expanded to support an additional 1,185
students in North India.
And YOU were a big part in making this happen!
I cannot thank you enough.
We’re all praying 2022 looks much better: more
in-person learning, more smiling children, more
cricket-playing in the school yard. I can’t wait.
I look forward to partnering with you again this
year!
Warmly,
Dennis Mathew
Executive Director, Bloom India
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children in India live in extreme poverty, ⅓ of
all poor children in the world. They were born
into a cycle of injustice and social
discrimination. Girls, especially, have very few
choices. They are at-risk of sex trafficking,
forced child labor and adolescent marriage.
Schools for the marginalized poor, when they
do exist, are rudimentary and often struggle
to get the resources they need.
Over the next decade, together, we can
establish ten world-class academies. In a
generation, the education system for
impoverished children in India will be
transformed.

An absent father, a bed-ridden
mother, a recently widowed sister,
and three younger siblings to care
for - hardship and tragedy seem to
follow Baiju.
Normally, under these financial burdens, a
young boy in this situation would never be
able to continue his education.

But, Baiju is defying the odds.
He is able to keep learning because of the
support of the Bloom India team. During
the COVID-19 lockdown, Bloom India
distributed laptops to Baiju and all the 10th
graders. Principal Gerard and all the
teachers were relentless in their pursuit of
excellence, even from a distance.
Baiju received distinctions and an A grade
of 84% in the rigorous 10th grade state
board exams. He accomplished this great
achievement, despite the limitations to
in-person learning.

Bloom India is committed to
helping Baiju finish his
pre-university course (PUC) in
commerce studies. Baiju is working
hard to get a good job as an
accounting clerk, bookkeeper, or
auditing/tax clerk.
With the help of this community, Baiju will
provide a better life for his mother and
sisters.
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